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and infantry in the centre ; on which, after a single discharge,
the Argives fled.1 Their general, fighting bravely, was killed,
together with 700 others; and 1500 women were captured.
The Turks, having sacked and burned Argos, then laid siege
to a monastery, which surrendered upon terms; and it is
honourable to the memory of this Tartar general that,
according to the testimony of Mr. Gordon, at a time when
the war was managed with merciless fury and continual
perfidies on both sides, he observed the terms with rigorous
fidelity, treated all his captives with the utmost humanity,
and even liberated the women.

Thus far the tide had turned against the Greeks ; but
now came a decisive reaction, in their favour ; and, as if for
ever to proclaim the folly of despair, just at the very crisis
when it was least to have been expected. The Kihaya was at
this point joined by the Turks of Tripolizza, and was now
reputed to be 14,000 strong. This proved to be an exaggera-
tion ; but the subsequent battle is the more honourable to
those who believed it. At a council of war in the Greek
camp the prevailing opinion was that an action could not
prudently be risked. One man thought otherwise ; this was
Anagnostoras. He, by urging the desolations which would
follow a retreat, brought over the rest to his opinion; and
it was resolved to take up a position at Yaltezza, a village
three hours' march from Tripolizza. Thither, on the 27th
of May, the Kihaya arrived with 5000 men, in three
columns, having left Tripolizza at dawn ; and immediately
raised redoubts opposite to those of the Greeks, and placed
three heavy pieces of cannon in battery. He hoped to storm
the position ; but, if he should fail, he had a reason for still
anticipating a victory; and that was the situation of the
fountains, which must soon have drawn the Greeks out of
their position, as they had water only for twenty-four hours'
consumption.

The battle commenced; and the first failure of the
Kihaya was in the cannonade; for his balls, passing over

1 It has a sublime effect in tlie record of tins action to hear that
the Argives were drawn up behind a wall originally raised as a defence
against the deluge of Inachus: 1800 years, according to my school-
boy recollections, before Christ